
Marianne:Marianne:Marianne:Marianne:    
 
 I look at our mar-
riage as a gift from God. He 
has blessed us in many ways 
– six children that we are 
very proud of – eight grand-
children – life in the military 
that included living abroad, 
making lifelong friends and 
being offered so many op-
portunities to grow in our 
relationship. One of our first 
real experiences of growth in 
our relationship and our love 
was Marriage Encounter – 
what a help for our commu-
nication. Several years later 
we were given the gift of 
Marriage Retorno (a week-
end of learning to pray to-
gether with scripture that 
enhanced our love for God 
and our love for each other). 
Realizing how present God is 
in each of us as individuals 
and as that special entity of 
Couple is mind blowing. I 
realized that God has given 
me that one special person 
in this world who is my part-
ner and will guide me on this 
journey to Him. 
 Where does Cursillo 
fit into this journey? I must 
admit that I always felt that 
Tony had a much better han-
dle on God in general. He 
seemed to know much more 
about our religion and his 
faith was very strong. Mary 
was always my special friend 
– I felt she truly loved me 
and would intercede for me 
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to her son. His love for me 
was found in giving me His 
mother. The Cursillo week-
end gave me the gift of fi-
nally KNOWING that my God 
really loves ME! I could 
hardly wait to get up at the 
closing and tearfully share 
this wonderful realization. 
This awareness of His love 
has grown by leaps and 
bounds over the years since 
I made my Cursillo. 
 Now I have a 
deeper awareness of God’s 
presence in our marriage. It 
isn’t just realizing His love 
for me or my love for Him 
has grown but that Tony and 
I are the way that HE makes 
real His love for us. We are 
God’s conduit of love to 
each other and then to all 
those around us. 
 Every step I have 
taken on my journey has led 
me closer to my God and to 
Tony, my partner in attaining 
eternal life. I thank God for 
gently taking me by the 
hand and offering me so 
many opportunities to be 
aware of His presence. 
Tony:Tony:Tony:Tony: 
 
 Believe it or not my 
spiritual growth has fol-
lowed much the same pat-
tern as Marianne’s. Addi-
tionally however, I have 
been blessed individually 
with several of those mind 
blowing metanoia experi-
ences from God both before 

and after our marriage. He 
has been leading each of us 
as individuals and as a cou-
ple on our journey through 
this life to his eternal re-
ward. 
 Along the way we 
heard about Cursillo and 
determined that it was 
something we had missed 
along our way; something 
more fundamental to our 
living as Catholic Christians, 
and that it would be worth-
while for us to pursue it. 
Little did we know how sig-
nificant a role it would play 
in our lives. 
 You’ve read about 
Marianne’s experience 
above. For me it was the 
road map that showed me 
how all the little pieces of 
growth in my life fit together 
to bring me to the person 
that I had grown to be. All 
those pieces fit together like 
those of a jigsaw puzzle to 
give me the big picture. Be-
sides having shown me how 
God had formed me and 
Marianne into this entity 
called a married couple and 
showed us what he ex-
pected us to be, Cursillo 
really make clear to me how 
God’s love comes to me 
through so many other peo-
ple in this world, people I 
don’t even know and others 
who share with me their 
prayers and experiences 
that help me grow and allow 
me to help them grow. 
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De colores 

Knoxville Diocese Cursillo Encounter 
 

Please join us on Saturday, September 11th at 10:00 AM at Sacred Heart Cathe-

dral for our Diocesan Encounter.  We will have Mass, a Grand Ultreya and 

share lunch.  You don’t want to miss it.  Mark your calendar now and bring a 

dish to share.  Bring the friends you’ve been talking to about Cursillo; we’d love 

to meet them. 

 
CURSILLO’S 

HELPING HANDS 
ARE YOURS! 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Volunteer to help 
or run for office 

on the  
Secretariat 

Members of the Secretariat 
 

Spiritual Director—Fr. Alex Waraksa, St. Patrick, 2518 W Andrew Johnson Hwy, Morristown, TN 
37814  (423) 586-9174, awaraksa@hotmail.com 
Lay Director—James Heath, 117 Deer Run Circle, Crossville, 38555 931-788-2569, jim-
heath@charter.net 
Pre-Cursillo—Angela Feltz, 3019 Rambling Road, Maryville, 37801, 865-719-0280, angela-
feltz127@gmail.com 
Co-Cursillo—Steve Pacitti, 34000 Highway 72, Loudon, 37774 865-458-6717, ste-
vepacitti@hughes.net 
Co-Cursillo— Greg English, 296 Davey Crocket Rd., Limestone, TN, 37681 
423-257-3595, gregeng47@gmail.com 
Co-Cursillo, Spanish—Beatriz Rincan, 3225 Hedrick Lane Cleveland 37323 
423-614-0296, gmexicutie857@hotmail.com 
Post-Cursillo—Dick Shriver, 2000Cedar Lane, Knoxville, TN 37918, 865-688-8601, 
shriver51@aol.com 
English School of Leaders—Lois Schering, 1505 Cavalier Dr., Maryville, 37803 865-681-7858, 
schering4@aol.com 
Co-Spanish School of Leaders—Alicia Mora, 309 Kilgore St. Athens, TN 37303, Cell 
423-368-5310, ALEXM2005@univision.com 
Co-Spanish School of Leaders—Erasmo Hernandez, 803 Northside Dr., Athens, 
TN, 37303, Cell, 423-507-7568, Home 423-507-7311, erasmohernandezb@hotmail.com 
Treasurer—Debra Ferreri, 1321 Parker Ave. SW., Cleveland, 37311 423-472-2461, bam-
bilynn2@bellsouth.net 
Secretary—Kay Sheldon, 144 Dudala Way, Loudon, 37774 865-458-8510, kayshel-
don@bellsouth.net 
Music—Judy Holt, 10 Flamingo Ct., Johnson City, TN 37601, 423-767-6394, jjholt@charter.net 

Assistants to the SecretariatAssistants to the SecretariatAssistants to the SecretariatAssistants to the Secretariat 
Coordinator Parish Representatives—Bob Ketteringham, 3437 Bentwood Dr. Kodak, TN, 
37764, 865-933-5486, bobbykett@yahoo.com 

Group Reunion Rep.-- Peter Ulmer 11509 Ivy, Knoxville, TN.37934(865) 548-6508  
Webmaster—Robb Morris, 4209 Whitlow Ave, Knoxville, 37919, 865-637-1689, 
robert@morris.net 
Co-ordinator School of Leaders—Jim Holt, 11 Flamingo Court, Johnson City, 37601, 423-282-
1616, jjholt@chartertn.net 

Coordinator Palanca—Velma Burke, 3697 Miser, Louisville, TN 37777, (865-)983-2812 , 
velma_burke@yahoo.com 
Editor, Rooster Crows—Carol Rummel, 3007 Pueblo Drive, Crossville, 38572 931-788-1019, 
cartalks@frontiernet.net 
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 Please update your email addresses and send them to Velma Burke at 
velma_burke@yahoo.com .  We have noticed that many of our current email addresses 
are out of date and we need to be able to contact you with important information from time 
to time.  Stay in the loop and get all pertinent emails by forwarding a note to Velma today.  
Thanks for your help in keeping our records up to date. 

You have mail!!You have mail!!You have mail!!You have mail!!    
 


